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A LETTER FROM ARTHUR HODGSON 
TO HENRY STUART RUSSELL 
The Genesis of Queensland 
SIR ARTHUR HODGSON 
The Editor has received from Mr. Alec. H. Chisholm, 
ornithologist and historian, and a Fellow of the Society, a 
copy of a letter sent by Arthur Hodgson' to Henry Stuart 
Russell,^ which is of historic interest. It relates to the pub-
lication of Russell's book "The Genesis of Queensland."^ 
The letter was dated 9 March 1888. It read as foUows: 
Clopton House, 
Stratford on Avon. 
"My Dear Russell, 
"Yesterday 'The Genesis of Queensland' reached me from 
Sydney by parcel-post. It was a long time en route, our son 
Edward, manager of Eton Vale, having written to us that the 
book was in his possession, and received favourable reviews, 
had been forwarded by him to Clopton. 
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"I called last week, when in London, at several bookseUers, 
but they knew nothing, and at Stamford's, Charing Cross, I 
was told that such a book would be in great request, as 
Queensland, owing to its vast mineral resources, was largely 
in the ascendant. 
"I have sent them the name of the pubUsher, and to 
Bumper's in Oxford Street, etc., etc., and at the Colonial 
Institute your book was unknown. 
"I hope that the pubUshers have their agents in London, 
and that they have forwarded at least 100 copies, which I 
feel assured would find a very ready sale. 
"All this by way of introduction, and I may add that as 
soon as our friend RoUeston'' told me that such a book was 
on the stocks, I immediately (in May last) ordered two 
copies. 
"KIND MENTION" OF HODGSON 
"And now, my dear Russell, let me thank you most heartily 
for the very kind mention you have made of me and my dear 
wife. 
"We both feel very grateful for your kind expressions. It 
takes me back, like a pleasant dream, to many happy days 
and years spent in your agreeable company, and it revives the 
most pleasant recoUections. 
"Your memory perfectly astonishes me. I think you must 
have kept a diary. So far as I know you are perfectly correct, 
and your 'Genesis,' which I have read with so much pleasure, 
is admirably rendered throughout. 
"NO ATTEMPT AT BUNKUM" 
"1 am writing what I feel, and without any attempt at 
bunkum. It makes me long to revisit the scenes of my 
youth—you have brought back to my memory many anec-
dotes which I had forgotten. 
"What more can I say? You might have told anecdotes 
of me very differently, but you have been kind enough to 
repeat them without hurting my feelings, but, on the con-
trary, you have dealt most tenderly, I might add, affec-
tionately, with an old friend who always wished you well. 
"My wife joins me in this feeling of gratitude towards 
yourself, and these, beUeve me, are no empty words; they 
come from the heart. 1 did not know what you might say 
about me; you might have turned me into ridicule; you 
treated me with respect. I only wish that I could write such 
a book fuU of good sense and interesting information. 
"On February 22nd, I was talking of your book when at 
breakfast at Stoneleigh Abbey. I had not then seen or read a 
review. 
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" 'Who wrote such a book?' asked Lady Leigh. 
"I replied, 'Nobody you know—his name is Henry Stuart 
RusseU.' 
"WE WERE AT HARROW TOGETHER" 
" 'I know him weU,' said Lord Leigh. He added: 'We 
were at Harrow together, and he was at the top of the school, 
and I at the bottom.' He gave five names, yours being the 
fifth. He left Harrow for a practical joke. 
" 'I know Russell—he is a friend of Torre's, who one day 
asked me to allow his son to fish at Stoneleigh, and I very 
wUlingly consented. He lived at Rugby, and I have seen him 
there, and he has been here.' 
"All this was news to me, and I promised to send them 
your book, and so I will when it has been read at Clopton. 
"HOW SMALL THE WORLD IS!" 
"How smaU the world is! I hope you are happy and weU, 
and all around you. Fortune has smiled upon me. I wish 
that it had been the same with you, but I am well aware that 
you have had many ups and downs. 
"I could not read your book without this letter. Please 
accept my expression in a good spirit 
"And believe me. 
Always yours sincerely, 
(Sgd.) Arthur Hodgson." 
1. Sir Arthur Hodgson (1818-1902), Queensland pioneer pas-
toralist and politician, arrived in Sydney in 1840 and shortly after-
wards became one of the early settlers in the Moreton Bay district. 
In 1856 he was appointed general superintendent of the Australian 
Agricultural Company, a post he held till 1861. Hodgson represented 
Clarence and Darling Downs in the New South Wales Legislative 
Assembly in 1858-1859, and in June 1859, when his old Constituency 
disappeared with the separation of Queensland, he was elected for 
Newcastle. In 1861 he entered the Queensland Legislative Assembly 
as member for Warrego. 
He was Minister for Public Works in the Mackenzie Ministry 
from September to November 1868, was Colonial Secretary under 
Lilley from January to November 1869, and was acting Premier 
during the visit of the Duke of Edinburgh. In 1874, Hodgson 
resigned in order to return to England. He settled at Stratford-on-
Avon, of which he was Mayor from 1883 to 1887; he took much 
interest in the Shakespearian memorials there, and also in the volun-
teer movement. He represented Queensland at various European 
Exhibitions, and did useful work in helping to develop the Queensland 
trade in meat and other products. He died at Stratford on 24 Decem-
ber 1902. He married in 1842, Eliza, daughter of Sir James Dowling 
(the Chief Justice of New South Wales), who died before him. He 
was created C.M.G. in 1878 and K.C.M.G. in 1886. 
2. Henry Stuart Russell (1818-1889), pastoralist and historian, 
migrated from England reaching New South Wales early in 1840 at 
the age of 22. In Sydney Russell met the two brothers Arthur and 
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Pemberton Hodgson, his second cousins and associates at Harrow, 
and went with them to New England, where Arthur had a station 
property. In 1841 he bought sheep from Arthur Hodgson and took 
up Cecil Plains on the Darling Downs, which he occupied from 1842 
to 1849. Ludwig Leichhardt, the explorer, visited Cecil Plains in 
In May 1842, with Andrew Petrie, Captain John Jolliffe, and 
others, Russell made an expedition to Wide Bay in search of suitable 
country for sheep grazing. The party travelled up the North Coast 
in a whaleboat and entered the river which was later named the 
Mary They encountered two escaped convicts, James ("Duramboi ) 
Davis and James ("Wandi") Bracefell (or Bracefield), whom they 
brought back to Brisbane (1842). 
On a second journey overland into the Wide Bay country, Russell, 
with two companions, discovered a river to which he gave the name 
of the Boyne; it was, in fact, the head of the Burnett. Russell left 
Cecil Plains in 1849. This expedition resulted in Russell taking up 
Burrandowan station. In the following year he went to England, but 
in 1851 he returned to Australia and settled in Moreton Bay. 
In 1853, he was elected to the Legislative Council of New South 
Wales to represent Stanley Borough. Two years later he vacated his 
seat and sailed to England where he actively supported the agitation 
to separate the Moreton Bay district from New South Wales. In 
1859 he returned to Sydney and settled down in "The Rangers," a 
stately old home at Mosman Bay which had been built by Oswald 
Bloxsome in 1844. The house stood in 40 acres, to which Russell 
added another 129 acres. Here he lived in luxury and elegance for 
seven years, entertaining on a lavish scale. He suffered financial 
reverses, and in 1888 sailed for England. 
He never saw Queensland again. He died a poor man, in Devon-
shire, on 5 March 1889. Russell was twice married, firstly (in 1851) 
to Charlotte Pinnock, sister of Philip Pinnock, senior police magis-
trate and sheriff of Queensland; and secondly (in 1874), to Selina 
Oakes, who survived him with five sons of the first marriage and a 
daughter of the second. 
3. Russell's book, "The Genesis of Queensland," was published in 
1888, the year of his death. It is inaccurate in some historic details, 
but contains much valuable material dealing with the exploration and 
settlement of Queensland and the development of its pastoral industry. 
4. Christopher Rolleston, of Cambooya, Crown Lands Commis-
sioner for the Darling Downs. 
CLEM LACK. 
